Town of Haw River

Town Council Meeting

Monday, April 1, 2013
The Town Council of the Town of Haw River held its Town Council Meeting on Monday, April 1, 2013 in the Haw River Municipal Building at 7:00pm.

Council Members Present: Buddy Boggs, Lee Lovette, Jeff Fogleman, Kelly Allen, and Ashley Warren

Council Members Absent: n/a
Also Present: Manager Jeff Earp, Clerk Melanie Hamilton, Attorney Charlie Davis
Mayor Boggs called the meeting to order and gave the invocation at 7:00 pm.
Mayor Boggs then presented Jesus Garcia with a ten year service award.

Public Hearings
7:01 pm

Manager Earp provided a line item review of the proposed Fire Department budget for the Council and general public in attendance.  The total budget request was $401,037.  Manager Earp then stated that all necessary advertisements have been completed.  

7:04 pm 

The Mayor opened the public hearing. No members of the public chose to speak and the Mayor closed the public hearing.

Consent Agenda

7:05 pm
The Council reviewed minutes from the February 4, 2013 and March 4, 2013 meetings.  They also reviewed the following Budget Ordinance amendments:
2013-6
2013-7
2013-8
2013-9
2013-10

Councilmember Allen made a motion to approve the consent agenda with a dollar correction to amendment 2013-10 from $860 to $8,500. Motion carried 5-0.
Old Business
7:09 pm
The Town Council considered a request for a Special Use Permit regarding property, legally described as Alamance County Tax Map #10-3-17C. The property is owned by Logan Crutchfield and is located at 1975 US 70 HWY. The Special use Permit has been requested to facilitate expansion as a salvage yard operation. 
Attorney Davis swore in Logan Crutchfield, Attorney Bateman, Willard Williams (Alamance Fence Co, Inc), and Manager Earp in order to enable them to give testimony regarding the requested special use permit.
Manager Earp informed the Council that this special use permit request had been taken before Planning and Zoning Board and they recommend to the Council that this permit be approved. 

Mayor Boggs then asked the following questions and received the following answers from Manager Earp, Mr. Crutchfield, Attorney Bateman, and Mr. Williams.

QUESTIONS ON THE SIX REQUIRED SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION FINDINGS PURSUANT TO SECTION 155.083 (Salvage Yard Facility)
1. In what zoning district is the proposed special use to be located? – I-2
2. What activities will be carried out on the premises? – Salvage Yard
3. Are the proposed activities allowed in this zoning district? - Yes
4. What is the lot size for the property on which the proposed special use will be located? – 4.5 acres
5. Is the proposed special use going to be located on at least 600 square foot of land?– Yes.  
6. What buildings/structures are or will be located on the real property upon which the special use will be located? – None
7. What is/will be the size of those buildings/structures in square feet? – n/a
8. What type of structures will these be? – n/a
9. Will this building be capable of passing a yearly fire inspection? – n/a
10. Out of the total project area, how much is going to be open space? -  4.5 acres
11. How much of that open space is covered by water? - None
12. What materials, if any, will be stored on the premises? – Junk cars, tires, batteries
13. Where is the proposed location of any parking/loading areas? – Adjacent property
14. Where are the proposed points of vehicle ingress and egress? – There are two gates on the property and access from the adjacent property.
15. What is the proposed pattern of internal circulation, including all drives and walkways?- There are two gates on the property and access from the adjacent property.
16. What provisions have been made or will be made for utilities? – There are currently no utilities and likely won’t need to be but there is a utility easement on the property.
17. What provisions have been made or will be made for refuse disposal? – Mr. Crutchfield has a contract with a dealer from Virginia to pick up scrap and he also makes trips to the city dump every 6 months.
18. What provisions have been or will be made for lighting the property?- There will be a night light on the property.
19. What are the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the owners of the subject parcel? – Logan Crutchfield 1941 US 70, Mebane, NC 27302, 336-578-2088
20. Will there be any planting on the property?  What plants will be planted and when? – Red tips have been planted on the exterior of the existing fence.
21. Is there suitable landscaping, screening, and fencing (8ft high) to protect adjoining properties (20ft vegetative buffer) and views from the public right-of-way and to screen such special uses from public view? – Yes, an 8ft fence very similar to the one at Copart will be constructed by Alamance Fence.
22. Is the facility within 200 feet of any residential district or located within ¼ of a mile from any church or school, playground, athletic field, recreation center, community center, or any facility where children normally gather; or within the water critical area of any WS-II Watershed Protection District? – No
23. Will any site grading be necessary?  What provisions have been made or will be made for site grading? -  No
24. Is there a possibility of soil erosion in conjunction with the proposed use?  What provisions have been made or will be made to control soil erosion on the site? - No
25. What signage, if any, will accompany the proposed special use?  How big will the signs be?  Where will they be located? – There will be no additional signage added.
26. What are the potential hazards to public health and/or safety that accompany the proposed special use? – None known
27. Will batteries be stored indoors or in a shelter that prevents them from being exposed to the elements? – Yes, batteries will be stored with canvas covering and will be disposed of every 30 days.
28. Will all tires that are not mounted on rims and properly inflated shall be stored indoors or in a shelter that prevents the tires from being exposed to the elements? – Yes
29. Will there be combustible storage within 50 ft of the property line? – No
30. What specific provisions have been made to alleviate those hazards? – N/a
31. What use is being made of each adjoining parcel of land? – Adjoining parcels of land are undeveloped, salvage yards, and Workman residential property.
32. How can this proposed special use, if allowed, be expected to affect the value of each adjoining parcel of land?- None known
33. What public necessity, if any, will be fulfilled or served by the proposed special use? – Ability to buy and dispose of used vehicles.
Following brief discussion, Councilmember Allen presented the following motion:

BASED UPON THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED, and pursuant to the Town of Haw River Code of Ordinances Section 155.083, I move that the Town Council make the following FINDINGS OF FACT with regard to the special use permit application made by Logan Crutchfield regarding the property located at 1975 US 70 HWY, Mebane, North Carolina:

1. That all applicable regulations of the zoning district in which the use is proposed are complied with;

2. That all applicable conditions specified in Section 155.086, Town of Haw River Code of Ordinances, are met for this proposed special use;

3. That the proposed special use will not materially endanger the public health or safety if located where proposed and developed according to the plan as submitted or as modified under the conditions required by the Town Council;

4. That the proposed use is located, designed and proposed to be operated so as to maintain or enhance the value of adjoining property or that the use is a public necessity;

5. That the location and character of the use if developed according to the plan as submitted or as modified under the conditions required by the Town Council will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located and in general conformity with the plan of development for the Town Planning Area; and

6. That satisfactory provision has been made for all of the following that apply in this case: vehicle circulation, parking and loading, service and loading entrances and areas, screening, utilities, signs, lighting, open spaces, site grading, soil erosion and sedimentation control and site damage.

AND, BASED UPON THE FOREGOING FINDINGS OF FACT, I move that the special use permit application made by Logan Crutchfield regarding the property located at 1975 US 70 HWY, Mebane, North Carolina be APPROVED; Motion carried 4-1 with Councilmember Lovette dissenting.

7:28 pm

The Council reviewed and considered a request from NCDOT to approve a speed limit increase on the 70 bypass.
Following brief discussion, Councilmember Lovette made a motion to approve the Resolution for NCDOT requesting certification of municipal declaration to repeal speed limits and requesting for concurrence for portions of US HWY 70 and certification of municipal declaration to enact speed limit and request for concurrence for portion of US HWY 70. Motion carried 5-0.
7:32 pm
The Council reviewed and considered Audit RFP results for the Fiscal Years Ending  2013-2015 audit periods.
Manager Earp presented the Council with the results from an audit RFP sent to six firms. The Town received two proposals, one from Stout, Stuart, McGowen, & King LLP, and one from Winston, Williams, Creech, Evans and Company LLP. Both firms are well qualified and have sufficient staff resources to perform the audit. 
After consideration, Councilmember Fogleman made a motion to award the audit contract for the Town of Haw River for the fiscal years ending 2013 – 2015 to Winston, Williams, Creech, Evans and Company LLP. Motion carried 5-0.

7:37 pm
The Council reviewed and considered a request from Randall King, PSD regarding the Farmers Market program.
Randall King informed the Council that the 2013 Farmer’s Market is scheduled to begin the first Thursday in May and will be weekly from 3-6pm. He then asked the Council to consider allowing the Farmer’s Market to move its location to the vacant lots on E. Main Street beside Haw River Flooring and across the street from Granite Mill. This location is more visible and will hopefully provide the market vendors with more accessibility to the general public. 
After brief discussion regarding parking arrangements, Councilmember Lovette made a motion to approve moving the 2013 Farmer’s Market from Haw River Municipal Park to the Town’s vacant lots on E. Main Street beside Haw River Flooring. Motion carried 5-0.
7:43 pm
The Council considered a request from Randall King, PSD regarding the Municipal Park concessions contract for 2013.
Mr. King presented the Council with two bids that he received for operation of the concession stand for 2013. The first bid was from JC Smith and Mike Poe and they proposed providing 18% commission on all food and beverage sales. The second bid was from Ginger Bayless and she proposed 15% commission on all food and beverage sales. 

After discussion, Councilmember Allen made a motion to award the 2013 concession contract to JC Smith and Mike Poe with an 18% commission rate. Motion carried 5-0.

7:49 pm
Manager’s Update

· Manager Earp has made a conditional offer to Dana Sheffield for the Customer Service Utility Billing Clerk Position. Ms. Sheffield has been working for Saxpahaw Utility System and is familiar with the utility software that the Town of Haw River offers. The conditional offer made to Ms. Sheffield was for an annual salary of $28,000 with benefits. Due to the fact that this offer is above the minimum salary range for the open position, Council will need to approve this offer. After brief discussion, Councilmember Lovette made a motion to approve the hiring of Ms. Sheffield at $28,000 plus benefits. Motion carried 5-0.
· Painting work will begin soon at the Police Department and at the Civic Center shelter due to peeling. Johnny Hollars has been hired for this job.

· The Haw River Fire Department has been informed that they will not be receiving the FEMA grant they applied for in order to purchase turnout gear.

· Councilmember Fogleman recused himself from the meeting.

· Haw River Day in the Park will need electrical service connected for this year’s event. This will entail needing a meter box and control panel installed. Manager Earp sent out for bids on this project and received three:

· Holmes Electrical - $1500

· S&S Electrical - $1200

· Jeff Fogleman - $900

· After brief discussion, Councilmember Allen made a motion to award the electrical bid to Jeff Fogleman for $900. Motion carried 4/0. (Councilmember Fogleman then returned to the meeting)
· Manager Earp then presented the Council with a number of proposed changes at the state level that will have severe financial impacts on municipalities if passed. Some of these changes include doing away with the ability of municipalities to issue privilege licenses, cutting local sales tax on food items, eliminating franchise utility taxes, and eliminating beer and wine taxes. These changes, if approved, would eliminate approximately $200,000 in revenues currently received by the Town of Haw River. It has also been proposed to redo the calculation for how Powell Bill funding is distributed and this will likely have a negative financial impact on the Town as well. In addition to these financial changes, there are also proposals to eliminate ETJ’s and to do away with some authority of building inspectors. These changes could have a significant negative effect on property values. There is also proposed legislation to standardize sunshine laws and make violations of these laws criminal offenses, putting Town employees at risk. Finally, the state has passed legislation stating that the LGC can come in and take over utility systems that lose money during three consecutive years. While the Town is currently offering at a profit in the water/sewer fund, this was not always the case. Manager Earp then implored the Council and the general public to contact legislators and speak out against these propositions that could have devastating consequences on small towns.
Announcements

· ACTA is again asking the Town to contribute $1,200 to offset their rising costs. This request was approved during the prior budget year, but the addressing on the usage reports was based on mailing addresses and not actual Haw River town limits. Additionally, not all municipalities in the County were asked for funding. This year, prior to approving/denying any request, Councilmember Allen asks Manager Earp to have ACTA provide us with transportation usage numbers for Town residents and not just all Haw River mailing addresses.

· NCDOT has approved $60,000 of improvements at the CVS intersection. The Community Pride Organization and the New Leaf Organization will be working together with NCDOT to complete plantings.

8:11 pm
Councilmember Fogleman made a motion to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.

__________________________________
__________________________________

Buddy E. Boggs, Mayor Boggs

Melanie R. Hamilton, Clerk




