Town of Haw River 

Town Council Meeting

Monday, December 3, 2008

The Town Council of the Town of Haw River held its Town Council Meeting on Monday, December 1, 2008 at the Haw River Municipal Building at 7:00 p.m.

Council Members Present: Mayor Buddy Boggs, Ricky Honeycutt, Jeff Fogleman, Lee Lovette and Jamie Joseph.

Also Present: Manager Jeff Earp, Atty. Charlie Davis and Clerk Speicher.

Mayor Boggs called the meeting to order and gave the invocation at 7:00 p.m.

Public Hearings There were no public hearings.
Consent Agenda

The Council reviewed the following items:

· Previous Meeting’s Minutes: November 3, 2008.

Councilman Lovette made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried 5-0.
Old Business There was no old business.
New Business

7:02 p.m. Presentation of the 2007-2008 Year Budget: Mr. Jim Winston, CPA of Winston, Williams, Creech, Evans & Co. LLP presented the 2007-2008 Audit Report. He stated the audit is currently at the LGC for approval. He gave an unqualified opinion, meaning no irregularities were noted in this year’s financial records. The assets of the Town of Haw River exceeded its liabilities at the close of the fiscal year by $5,421,527. The government’s total net assets increased by $38,675. 56% of the Town’s revenues were generated by Ad Valorem & Other Taxes. As of the close of the current fiscal year, the Town of Haw River’s General Fund reported combined ending fund balances of $1,829,969 an increase of $79,709 in comparison with the prior year. 45% of the General Fund Expenditures are for Public Safety. Approximately 40 percent of the General Fund Find Balance is available for spending at the government’s discretion. Fund Balance of the Proprietary Funds increased by $156,015 to a total of $3,425,959. Cash balances at year end were $1,223,373. The collection rate of Ad Valorem taxes was 95.14% which is a decrease of 1.72% from last year’s rate.




7:18 p.m. Review and Discussion of the Fire Apparatus & 800 MHZ Financing RFP: Manager Earp stated that RFP’s were received from Community One, SunTrust and Wachovia Bank. RBC Centura and MidCarolina declined to bid. Wachovia came in lowest on both RFP’s: Fire Truck – 4.15% for 10 years, annual payment of $47,573.70 beginning 1/15/2010; 800 MHZ Radios – 3.70% for 59 months, semi-annual payment of $12,118.54 beginning 7/15/2009. The loans will close before possession is taken of the fire truck and radios; the money will be put in an interest-bearing account until the first payment is due. Councilman Lovette made a motion to accept the bid from Wachovia Bank for financing of both the Fire Truck and 800 MHZ Radios. Motion passed 5-0.
7:23 p.m. Review of a request to set public hearing dates for a rezoning and special use permit concerning property described as  Tax Map #13-5-38: Dawn Leipf  requested a Special Use Permit for a day care facility for the old Byrd’s Foods location. Dave Morton requested a re-zoning from B-1 to B-2 to accommodate the daycare. Councilman Lovette asked about the playground facility. Manager Earp explained it will be on land owned by Haw River but leased to Dave Morton. Councilman Fogleman made a motion to set the Public Hearings for January 5, 2009. Motion carried 5-0.
7:29 p.m. Review and discussion of a resolution levying a tax on gross receipts derived from retail short-term lease or rental of heavy equipment: The tax proposed will levy a sales tax on the short-term lease or rental of heavy equipment to replace the personal property tax which was taken away by the NC State Legislature. Manager Earp stated that, although there are no such rental facilities currently in Haw River, this will put the tax in place in the event of such a facility in the future. Councilman Honeycutt made a motion to adopt “A Resolution Levying a Tax on Gross Receipts Derived from Retail Short-Term Lease or Rental of Heavy Equipment.” Motion carried 5-0.
7:32 p.m. Consideration of a Citizens request concerning water bills: The Council reviewed a request from the resident at 810 Sherri Drive for a reduction in the sewer portion of her bill. The November bill was for usage of 10,000 gallons; her average use is 2,000 gallons. No leaks were identified by the town or the resident. Councilman Fogleman made a motion to waive the sewer only portion above the minimum on a one-time basis. Motion carried 5-0.

7:35 p.m. Consideration of a change to the Personnel Policy concerning Holiday Pay for Law Enforcement: Manager Earp stated that it had been discovered that Holiday Pay Personnel practice did not match the Personnel Policy. Policy states that each employee receives 80 hours of Holiday pay. It was explained that Law Enforcement who work a 10 or 12 hour shift would have to take either 2 or 4 hours of vacation time to get a full holiday. Chief Felts explained that the practice has always been to match the holiday to the shift meaning that a 12 hour shift officer would receive a 12 hour holiday. Councilman Lovette made a motion to amend the policy to match holidays hours given to hours worked for 10 or 12 hour shift employees. Motion passed 5-0.
7:40 p.m. Review and approval of Planning & Zoning Board members term renewals: Councilman Honeycutt made a motion to renew the terms of the three Planning Board Members (Waugh, Masho, and Jarrett) whose terms have expired and to run an advertisement for the vacancy left by Mr. Wade Clapp’s resignation as of December 1, 2008. Motion carried 5-0.
7:42 p.m. Consideration and Approval of meeting schedules for 2009 Planning & Zoning Board and Town Council: Councilman Lovette made a motion to adopt the 2009 Calendars as presented. Motion carried 5-0. Councilman Lovette also suggested that the Council meet with the Department Heads and Planning and Zoning Board early in January for the purpose of making sure that the planning criteria are the same for Council, staff and the Planning Board. A meeting was set for January 12th at 6:00.
Manager’s Update 7:35 p.m.
· Paul Kron of the PTCOG has notified Manager Earp that work on the Downtown Master Plan is moving ahead.
· The NC Railroad Company is satisfied with the work done to clean the Railroad Right-of-way by the Town. 
Open Forum 7:48  p.m. 
Mr. Roy Stephens of 124 Circle Drive requested that it be entered into the record that his property was threatened by the boyfriend of his neighbor at 122 Circle Dr. Chief Felts stated that he believed a police report had been filed; however, property disputes are civil matters. He encouraged Mr. Stephens to inform them if he was physically threatened.
Mr. Don Waugh asked the council to consider using some of the Powell Bill monies to put sidewalks in Haw River. He sated that sidewalks improve the look of the Town and encouraged the Council not to wait for SRTS Grant money. Manager Earp stated that he has begun the process of looking at sidewalks, including securing the proper easements.

Announcements

Mayor Boggs announced that the Haw River Happenings Fall Newsletter was available in the lobby after the meeting. He also announced that he and Manager Earp would be attending the PTCOG meeting on Jordan Lake Rules on Tuesday. 

7:59 p.m. Council Lovette made a motion to go into closed session after a five minute break.

8:06 p.m. The Council went into closed session. At 8:25 the Council came out of closed session. Mayor Boggs announced that no action was taken in the closed session.
8:25 p.m. Councilman Joseph made a motion to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.

___________________________________
__________________________________

Buddy E. Boggs, Mayor



Tammy W. Speicher, Town Clerk
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