Town of Haw River

Town Council Meeting
Monday, July 7, 2008

The Town Council of the Town of Haw River held its Town Council Meeting on Monday, July 7, 2008 at the Haw River Municipal Building at 7:00 p.m.

Council Members Present: Mayor Buddy Boggs, Jeff Fogleman, Ricky Honeycutt.

Council Members Absent: Jamie Joseph and Lee Lovette.

Also Present: Manager Earp, Atty. Rob Jennings, Clerk Speicher.

Mayor Boggs called the meeting to order and gave the invocation at 7:01 p.m.

Consent Agenda 7:02
Approval of June 2, 2008 and May 22, 2008 Minutes: Councilman Honeycutt made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried 3-0.
New Business 7:02
Consideration of request from Planning and Zoning Board concerning the establishment of Conditional Zoning Districts: Manager Earp explained that Conditional Zoning Districts concept was developed as a result of Herman Johnson’s development plans on Haw River-Hopedale Rd. Four Districts would be established: Conditional Residential, Conditional Business, Conditional Industrial and Conditional Mixed Use Districts. The Districts would allow the Town more flexibility to work with developers in development of property within the Town. Council was presented with Information concerning the History of Conditional Zoning, a draft and proposed Conditional Zoning Policy and an Application. Manager Earp stated that the Planning Board recommends the adoption of the policy unanimously. Councilman Fogleman made a motion to set August 4th as the date for a Public Hearing on Conditional Zoning. Motion carried 3-0.
Consideration of request from Time Warner Cable: Manager Earp presented a request from Time Warner for a Resolution Providing Approval for the Spin-off of the Time Warner Cable, Inc. Dave Harris of the PTCOG recommends no action at the present time; he is investigating the consequences to the Town of this action. The current franchise agreement is in effect until 2012. The Board agreed by consensus to no action. 
Consideration and Approval of change to the Haw River Personnel Policy: Councilman Honeycutt made a motion to change the Haw River Personnel Policy to delete the Town Manager’s ability to give salary increases without Council approval. Motion carried 3-0. Employees will be notified of the change in policy by replacement pages for their Personnel Policy Mannual. 
Discussion of Access to enter Red Slide Park: Council discussed the alternatives for entrance into Red Slide Park. Access could be gained through a current right-of-way that would necessitate the removal of two buildings owned by Mr. T J Cole that are currently in the right-of way. An alternative would be to swap right-of-ways with Mr. Cole to allow access to the Park directly off of Lang Street. Mr. Charlie Allen expressed concern over the acquisition of utility easements. Councilman Honeycutt made a motion to allow Manager Earp to talk with Mr. Cole about options concerning the right-of-way. Motion carried 3-0.
Review and Discussion of Schedule V of the Traffic Schedules Ordinance: Chief Tim Felts explained to the Council the inability of the police force to enforce the current Ordinance restricting trucks with three or more axles and/or a gross weight of two and one-half tons or more from using Coldspring Lane, Douglas Street, Glen Oaks Road, Highview Street, Keck Road, Rolling Road, and Sunset Drive. He urged the Council to weigh the small number of complaints against the risks to public safety if trucks are forced to use Roma Rd. to access the By-Pass from Haw River-Hopedale Rd. Councilman Honeycutt made a motion to remove the signs prohibiting trucks immediately and instruct Manager Earp to bring before the Council a revised Ordinance next month. Motion carried 3-0.  
Consideration of Custodial Service for Town Hall: Councilman Honeycutt made a motion to hire Simone’s Quality Cleaning Service for no more than $150.00/month with the stipulation that the matter be reconsidered again in six months. Motion carried 3-0.
Update from Chief Felts concerning recent break-ins: Chief Felts gave the Council an update on the recent rash of car break-ins in Haw River, as well as across the county. The Police passed out flyers to all residents of Haw River and stepped-up patrols at night. Due to the good police work of the Haw River Police Force, especially Eric Crisp and Capt. Neal Dickens, one adult male is in custody under $200,000 bond; several juveniles are under investigation. Councilman Honeycutt asked Chief Felts to express to the entire police force the gratitude of the council.
Manager’s Update: Manager Earp reported that the Fiscal Year 2008 Audit will begin July 14th. The process of preparing cost estimates for the Stone Street Pump Station has begun. The Town will pursue CBDG funding. Inmate clean-up should begin soon along roadways and the railroad. The voluntary annexation of the Michael Cox Sr. property is progressing on schedule. Code enforcement efforts are progressing with the potential of $4,000-5,000 fines imposed at Hwy. 70 location. The property across the street should be vacated by August 15th. Manager Earp drew the Councils attention to a memo stating the excellent representation by Atty. Charlie Davis and Atty. Rob Jennings.  Burlington has not yet responded to the counter proposal concerning the decrease of sewer flow to Burlington. 
Open Forum

Mayor Boggs asked Chief Felts about the Towns policy to allow for permits to discharge firearms with-in Town limits to eliminate pests in light of recent events in Burlington. Chief Felts stated that his recommendation would be to completely remove the policy to allow the discharge of firearms inside town limits. Manager Earp was asked to gather more information on this for the August meeting.
Announcements

None
Adjourn 8:02 Councilman Fogleman made a motion to adjourn. 
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