Town of Haw River 

Town Council Meeting

Monday, May 4, 2009
The Town Council of the Town of Haw River held its Town Council Meeting on Monday, May 4, 2009 in the Haw River Municipal Building at 7:00 p.m.
Council Members Present: Mayor Buddy Boggs, Ricky Honeycutt, Jeff Fogleman, Lee Lovette and Jamie Joseph.

Also Present: Manager Jeff Earp, Atty. Charlie Davis and Clerk Speicher.

Mayor Boggs called the meeting to order and gave the invocation at 7:00 p.m.

Public Hearings - None
Consent Agenda
The Council reviewed the following items:

-Previous Meeting’s Minutes: April 6, 2009.

-Proclamation for National Day of Prayer

-Master Intergovernmental Agreement for U.S.Communities

-2009 Fire Prevention Code by reference.

-Proclamation for National Police Week

-Proclamation for National Association of Letter Carriers Food Drive Day

-Resolution for Alamance County Solid Waste Management Plan

Councilman Lovette made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried 5-0.
Old Business - None
New Business
7:07 p.m. Request to set Public Hearing to amend “Water & Sewer regulations § 51-05 Separate Connection Required for Each Building” & §51.21 Deposit by Tenant Required”:
Councilman Fogleman made a motion set a public hearing for June 1 to amend “Water & Sewer Regulations § 51-05 and § 51.21.” Motion carried 5-0.
7:09 p.m. Request to set Public Hearing for rezoning of 725 E. Main St. from B-2 to R-12:
Manager Earp explained that the property on either side will remain a non-conforming use of B-2 because they have remained occupied since the rezoning. Councilman Fogleman made a motion to set a public hearing for June 1 for rezoning of 725 E. Main St. Motion carried 5-0.
7:12 p.m. Request to set Budget meetings & Public Hearing for 2009-2010 Fiscal Year Budget: Budget work sessions were set for 6:00 p.m. on Monday, May 11 and Tuesday, May 26.
Councilman Lovette made a motion set a public hearing for June 1 on the proposed 2009-2010 Fiscal Year Budget. Motion carried 5-0.
7:15  p.m. Discussion & approval of “CBDG Policies, Procedures, Plans, Resolutions and Ordinances 2009-2010” and vendors for Administrative Services & Engineering regarding 2008 CBDG award: Manager Earp explained that the CBDG grant is for the Lang Street area. The award is for $680,163 with a match of $140,837. The project will include rehabilitation of several houses, replacement of several water & sewer lines, street improvements and street lighting. Mr. Michael Walser of Hobbs & Upchurch explained that it will be the goal to promote local vendors; the policies require the use of the “lowest responsible bidder.” The houses will be rehabilitated to the point they are “decent, safe and sanitary” and an 8-year lien will be placed on the property so that it can not be sold at a profit. Manager Earp presented the grading on the vendors who submitted bids for engineering and administrative services and recommended Alley, Williams, Carmen and King and Hobbs and Upchurch as the firms with the most familiarity with the project and experience with the CBDG process respectively. Councilman Honeycutt made a motion to adopt the “Policies, Procedures, Plans, Resolutions and Ordinances for the 2008 Haw River CBDG Project. Motion carried 5-0. Councilman Lovette made a motion to hire Alley, Williams, Carmen and King as engineers for the project. Motion carried 5-0. Councilman Honeycutt made a motion to hire Hobbs and Upchurch to perform administrative services for the project. Motion carried 5-0.
7:30 p.m. Discussion of sewer infiltration costs from City of Graham: Manager Earp explained that smoke test had been performed on the Haw River lines from Hanover Rd. to the Lang Street pump station and a meter was placed by Rural Water to measure the sewer flow. The average flow on a dry day is 4,000-5,000 gallons. That number triples when it rains. A hook-up was discovered recently that the Town did not know of. Manager Earp stated that Graham has performed some maintenance on their lines and manholes; he would like the Board’s support to approach Graham concerning full disclosure of hook-ups and payment of the Towns costs of approximately $2,000 a month for the infiltration. It was the consensus of the Board to begin a dialog with Graham.
7:38 p.m. Review & discussion of enabling electronic payments for collection of payments by credit card or electronic check using Official Payments as vendor: Manager Earp explained that the office receives frequent requests to accept credit cards for water bills, civic center and park rentals and athletic registrations. After research, staff has found that Official Payments Inc. can provide this service at no cost to the town and at a nominal fee to the customer. Customers can use the internet at the public access terminal in the lobby, their own internet access at home or work or a 1-800 number. Literature will be provided that stipulates there is a fee to the customer. 
Councilman Lovette made a motion to contract with Official Payments as the Towns vendor for electronic payments. Motion carried 5-0.
7:47 p.m. Discussion of granting check signing authority to the Asst. Finance Director to fulfill GS 159-25 requirement: Clerk Speicher explained that the Town is required by General Statute to have a deputized Assistant Finance Director who can sign checks in the Town Manager/Finance Officer’s absence. Councilman Honeycutt made a motion to deputize Clerk Speicher to serve as the alternate signature to the Town Manager/Finance Officer signature with the other signature remaining the Mayor or Mayor ProTem. Motion carried 5-0.
7:50 p.m. Request for reimbursement from Hal Hubbard for sewer repair costs: Charlie Allen stated that the sewer blockage occurred 100 ft from the property at 341 Trollingwood Rd. The check valve was not working prior to the blockage. Councilman Lovette made a motion to deny the reimbursement request by. Mr. Hubbard. Motion carried 5-0.
7:55 p.m. Discussion of grand opening of Red Slide Park: The Council agreed to a May 30th Grand Opening date for Red Slide Park and requested that the Town provide drinks and ice. 
Open Forum - 7:58 p.m.
Pam Smith stated that the new bridge at the Red Slide Park looks very good.
Announcements - 7:59 p.m. 
Councilman Joseph stated that a group of residents would like to landscape the Civic Center with a focus on creating a flower bed in the front and planting the existing bed at the entrance with low maintenance plants and flowers. Councilman Fogleman asked for a written agreement that the group would finish what they stated. The Council stated they did not want the Magnolia tree cut down. The group would have to sign a waiver of liability. Councilman Joseph stated he would bring the letter next month.

Mayor Boggs stated that the old building behind the Museum was gone and that the old house is in the process of demolition.

Mayor Boggs stated that the Haw River Municipal Park had received $140.00 in memorial gifts for Mr. James Faucette of Haw River.

Mayor Boggs stated that a bill would be introduced in the legislature on May 5th that would require a $40 per capita annual fee towards the clean-up of Jordan Lake. He asked residents to pay attention to the legislation as it works its way through the House and Senate and contact their representatives. 
Manager’s Update 8:06 p.m.
· The Town is working with AWCK to secure USDA grant funding for the main sewer pump replacement.
· The State’s 21st Century Tax rate Reduction and Modernization Plan would greatly affect the Town’s Revenues by retaining the Beer & Wine Tax Disbursement and removing the ability to charge Privilege Licenses.
· Danielle Cruthis requested the Council to allow the Civic Center to hold a Spanish I class for home-schooler’s over the summer for one to two hours on Mondays. Mayor Boggs made a motion to allow the group to use the Civic Center. Motion carried 5-0. Mayor Boggs amended his motion to waive the rental fees. Motion carried 3-2; Boggs, Fogleman and Joseph for and Lovette and Honeycutt against. 
· Legislation has been proposed by NCDOT to take secondary state-maintained roads and turn them over to local governments. This will have a significant impact on the Town’s street maintenance expenditures.
· CD at MidCarolina Bank to mature on 5/19/2009. Councilman Lovette made a motion to move the money to a 13 month CD at SunTrust Bank. Motion carried 5-0.
8:17 p.m. Councilman Joseph made a motion to go into closed session per G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5) to discuss litigation issues and G.S. 143-318.1(a)(6) to discuss personnel matters.
8:17 – 8:25 p.m. – Break
8:25 – 8:39 p.m. – Closed Session

Mayor Boggs announced that the Council discussed a pending court case. The Council also discussed giving Jesus Garcia a bonus of $800 to compensate him for the months of January, February and March while he served as acting Park Director. Councilman Honeycutt made a motion to give Mr. Garcia $800 for serving as interim Park Director. Motion carried 5-0.
8:40 p.m. Councilman Fogleman made a motion to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.

___________________________________
__________________________________

Buddy E. Boggs, Mayor



Tammy W. Speicher, Town Clerk
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